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DARWIN (AUSTRALIA): Bizarre as it may sound, but chocolates, strawberries and various herbs are not the only
aphrodisiacs that would provide your libido a boost, for the latest to join the list of such substances is — believe it or not —
donkey skin.

As it turns out, donkey skin is used in traditional Chinese medicines that are designed to increase women's sex drive. And
now, a Hong Kong company is trying to locate up to a million donkey skins every year to use them for making traditional
medicines.

After a long time of sourcing the donkey skin from South America, the company has now set its gaze on Australia.
Sydney-based exporter John Fleming wants to hunt feral donkeys in the Northern Territory to sell overseas. "They want
the skins, but not for leather. Apparently there is a certain extract in the skin they can use for traditional medicine," the
Northern Territory news quoted him, as saying.

Though, Fleming has no idea about the type of medicines that would be produced, it is believed that Chinese traditional
healers use donkey skins to extract 'ejiao’. The 'ejiao’ extract can be used to make Nu Bao, a traditional Chinese medicine
which is meant to improve vitality, increase women's libido and help with menstruation pain.

"They're after a lot of donkey skins. As much as they can get their hands on," said Fleming.
There are an estimated 300,000 feral donkeys in the Northern Territory. And he is expecting that the donkey hides would

be worth around $30 each. "We need to get a handle on how much they would pay. We need to make sure it would be
cost effective," he said.

About Us | Advertise with Us | Careers @ TIL | Terms of Use | Privacy Policy | Feedback | Sitemap
Copyright © 2008 Bennett Coleman & Co. Ltd. All rights reserved. For reprint rights: Times Syndication Service
This site is best viewed with Internet Explorer 6.0 or higher; Firefox 2.0 or higher at a minimum screen resolution of 1024x768

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/articleshow/msid-3261285,prtpage-1.cms 7/25/2008



